LONGMEADOW BASEBALL ASSOCIATION
www.Longmeadowbaseball.net

January 11, 2010
Dear Parents:

I am writing to you today to let you know of a change that will be taking place with the Longmeadow Baseball Association [LBA].  The LBA consists of Tri-Town [travel 8-12], Babe Ruth, Sandy Koufax, Mickey Mantle and American Legion.   The change will impact the Babe Ruth and Sandy Koufax leagues in a very positive way.    For several years, we have been exploring ways to improve the baseball experience for all of our players and increase the level of play and competition.  What we are experiencing is not unusual, and in surveying other towns, they are facing similar issues.  At the Board level of the LBA we have been considering several options and have come up with a revision to the program that we think will enhance the baseball experience, increase the skill level and give all players a chance to travel and represent the Town of Longmeadow.
Starting in spring 2010, there will be a new travel program for the 13-14 age groups who would normally be playing in the Babe Ruth and Sandy Koufax leagues.   The new program is The Longmeadow Intermediate Travel Program consisting of the Tri-Town Pony League and the Sandy Koufax League (both played at 90ft).  Those players wishing to take part in the program will participate in a two week instructional camp that will focus on skill development.  The goal of the camp will be to provide all players with the opportunity to enhance their baseball skills with the focus on fielding, outfield play, pitching, catching and hitting.  It is important to understand that all who sign up and participate in the instructional camp will be part of a team.   For those of you who have participated at the Tri-Town level previously, the Intermediate Travel instructional camp will be very similar.   At the conclusion of the instructional camp, teams will be established consisting of Sandy Koufax at various levels, and travel teams to be placed in the Tri-Town Pony League.   
The instructional camp for the Longmeadow Intermediate Travel program will start April 5, 2010 and run two to three weeks.   The season for those players participating in the Tri-Town Pony League will begin in early May and run through the end of June.  For those players participating in the Sandy Koufax League, their season will begin the middle to the end of May and run until the middle of July, however teams will practice and there may be some tournament play available to help them prepare for the season.    Both leagues will offer opportunities for post season play, which will be determined on team performance, standings and on player interest and availability. 

We will be sending out additional information over the next several months.  You may see information in the local papers such as the Longmeadow News, Reminder and the Springfield Paper.    
George Viamari
President

Longmeadow Baseball Association
decas@mapinternet.com
